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DISCOURSE BY ELDER MOSES THATCHER. 


THE following discourse on the bondage of debt was delivered by Elder 
Moses Thatcher at the Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Saturday afternoon October 7, 1893 :— 

The words to which I have listened during this Conference appear to 
me to be opportune and suited to the needs of the people. I have nothing 
specially resting upon my mind upon which to speak during the brief 
time I may occupy; but I have noticed that as the pendulum swings to the 
right so it must swing back again to the left, if the clock continues to do 
its duty; or if it swings to the left it must swing back again to the right; 
and thus extremes follow each other. It is written that “sacrifice brings 
forth blessings.” Three years ago the Latter-day Saints laid a great 
sacrifice upon the altar of their consciences, for when the Manifesto was 
then read in this building many men and women with aching hearts 
voted for it. However much the world may have thought us mistaken, 
there had been ties formed that were sacred to the heart of many a father 
and mother. Upon the brow of their children at no time had appeared 
the blush of shame. But the pendulum had gone far in the direction of 
oppression. It was useless to argue with prejudice dark as midnight. It 
was useless to supplicate at the feet of cruelty, for the public mind was 
wrought up to such an extent that it demanded a sacrifice unparalleled in 
the history of the world. That sacrifice was given. And all around us we 
see to-day the blessings that have followed. Yet had it been left to this 
people to have decided the time and place wherein and when such an 
announcement should be made, we possibly would have been until to-day 
in doubt. Some said it was too late; others said it came too soon. But 
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we, having a man of God standing at our head able to communicate with 
Jehovah, he noted the time and fixed the place, and the results are before 
us. Brother Grant stated that “the American people are a generous 
people.” And so I state. They are a broad-minded people. They have 
built upon the broad foundations of human liberty. But they, like others 
when prejudiced, are blind. Give prejudice play among this people, and 
we have not wisdom; for they go not hand in hand. Witness the recent 
trip of the First Presidency, allusion to which has been made. A perfect 
ovation! Where they had been hated and despised before, honor was 
done and every courtesy extended to them. Is not this one of the bless- 
ings that have followed that great sacrifice? Listen to the sweet singing 
of our choir, and note the homage done them. See the impression made 
upon the hearts of thousands of people by the revelation contained in 
that beautiful hymn, O, my Father.“ Why, when a certain train left 
Utah and passed through the before intolerant State of Missouri, it was 
difficult to state for whom the cries of the people were loudest, Grover 
Cleveland or Utah. Who brought about this change, and caused men of 
the world to grasp the hand of our venerable President, and from the 
inmost depths of their hearts desire God’s blessing upon him? That which 
was despised has been exalted, and the Joseph that was cast into the 
dungeon wrongfully accused by Potiphar’s harlot wife, who took from his 
shoulder the garment of innocence and laid it at the feet of her husband 
with accusations—I say Joseph the innocent, who was thrust into the jail 
while guarding the honor of Potiphar’s house, has been called out of the 
‘dungeon, and if he does not wear the golden chain of honor to-day, he 
will wear it in the future, and he will wear the signet ring, too, and will yet 
ride in one of the first chariots of the land, honored, glorified, and the 
magnanimous savior of his brethren and father’s house, with his hand 
against anarchy and misrule in every land and clime. God will raise up 
this people. He having permitted them to be trodden down, He now will 
exalt them. | 
I rejoice in the words of encouragement offered yesterday by President 
George Q. Cannon. I, too, bear my testimony that the clouds will break 
away. But as we have learned by the experience of our trials in the past, 
in reference to the Manifesto, in reference to the political division of the 
people, so let us learn, my brethren and sisters, wisdom by what is 
occurring around us day by day. Money has been scarce. A man being 
worth a thousand dollars and owing a hundred dollars, if he were pushed 
might have to sacrifice all he had to meet that obligation. One extreme 
will follow another; and unfortunate is he who, through untoward cir- 
cumstances, has had to create obligations at high rates of interest; for 
when the panic has passed by, those who have money in abundance in 
the East will not find it so easy to place it again among the people. Those 
who have had their fingers burned; industries that were paying more in 
interest than they could produce, will withdraw themselves from the pro- 
ductive fields, and the result will be, if I can read the future, that one 
extreme in this also will follow another. Money to-day in New York at 
call is bringing but one to two per cent per annum, however scarce and 
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high it may be here. They are not offering it to the people on time loans, 
because they are waiting for the action of Congress. Whatever action 
Congress may take, those who hold the money will desire again to throw 
it out among the people, and when that desire comes strongly upon them 
they will throw it out upon securities that they would not to-day look at 
at all. I have had but one advice to give to people, and that is, pay your 
debts as soon as you can, both principal and interest. Pay every farthing; 
give the pound of flesh if it is required. But remember that the power of 
money is not a natural power. It has force only in legal enactment. 
Unlike the tree that produces the fruit, unlike the germ in the grain of 
wheat, it is dead except it is given power by legislation. 

We speak of the interest on money. Really there is no such thing as 
interest on money. It is the rent of the land or of the house that you 
occupy, if the money is invested in land or in the house. The farmer 
borrows to-day, we will say, a thousand dollars. He does not put it in 
the safety vault and lock it up. He does not put it in his stocking and 
bury it. If he does, at the expiration of the year, if thieves have not 
broken through and stolen, it is just the thousand dollars that he borrowed; 
it has not increased a single farthing. But if he takes that thousand 
dollars and puts it in land which with his labor produces a thousand 
bushels of wheat, what is the result? Two hundred bushels of that wheat, 
at prices ruling to-day, are needed to meet, not the principal, but the 
interest. One fifth part of his labor meets the interest, so called, of money, 
but really meets the rent upon his land; for money produces nothing. 
You may lock up a hundred million of dollars for a thousand years, and 
when you bring it out it will be no more, no less. The manufacturer 
borrows a hundred thousand dollars at ten per cent interest per annum. 
For what purpose does he borrow it? If in the manufacture of his goods 
last year he found no market that was remunerative, be borrows the 
money to pay his obligations, in order that he may hold his goods until 
he finds a better and advanced market; and if he finds not that better 
and advanced market, be borrows again—or goes into bankruptcy. It is, 
then, his goods that produce the income or the rent on the money. 

Careful reading of history discloses this fact beyond any question: that 
as money receives its power through legislation, so from the beginning of 
time that legislation has been in the interest of those that accumulate, 
rather than in the interest of those who produce the wealth of the world. 
At the close of the war we owed nearly four billions of dollars, bringing 
ten per cent per annum. What did it mean to pay interest on it annually? 
At the price of wheat this year it would require eight hundred millions of 
bushels of wheat annually to meet the interest alone. You farmers in Utah 
who have borrowed money on your real estate, have you ever thought that 
your farm, being valued at twenty thousand dollars when interest is six 
per cent, shrinks to the value of ten thousand dollars the very moment 
interest reaches twelve per cent? Did you ever think of it in that light? 
Take the interest to-day on the debt of Great Britain and destroy that 
amount in property, and then compel her to pay one hundred and twenty 
millions per annum, and it would paralyze the whole nation. Take our 
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condition in Utah. All the products in Cache County put together—one of 
the fairest counties in the Territory—are not sufficient to pay its interest 
on the annual indebtedness of this Territory alone. Now, if the tithings of 
the people there have represented one-tenth of all the tithings of the people; 
if their contributions have represented one-tenth of the contributions 
of the whole Church, then we have reached a point in financeering where 
one-tenth of the labor of the people is being expended on interest account 
alone. Is it wise or prudent? No, it is not. It is not in the line marked 
out by President Brigham Young. It is not in the line taught by Presi- 
dent John Taylor. It is not in the line of the wisdom of President Wilford 
Woodruff. Bondage is debt; and whoever heard of the rich of any nation 
meeting together to plan for the good of the whole people? The poor in- 
veigh against the extravagance of the rich and the luxury in which they 
live; and yet, my brethren and sisters, the very thing against which they 
inveigh is their only valve of safety. It is a boon to the poor that some 
of the rich expend their money like water thrown on the ground. It is a 
boon, also, that the rich must die as well as the poor; for children rocked 
in the cradle of luxury—and I may say, too, in the cradle of immorality— 
will throw to the winds the wealth accumulated by their parents. A few 
rich men in any community, outside of the influences of the Gospel, by 
combining under special laws, living the habits of industry and practis- 
ing usury, can soon reap the wealth accumulated by the labor-toiling 
masses. That is the history of the world. In Belgium they have salutary 
laws, however, that we may copy after later on in our nation. If a 
man dies possessed of fifty thousand dollars of property, five per cent, I 
think, of that property must go to state institutions of learning. If he 
dies possessed of a hundred thousand dollars’ worth of property he is 
taxed ten per cent, and so on up until reaching a certain point, which, as 
I remember, is half a willion dollars; and anything above that goes to 
the state for the education of the people of the state and for charitable 
institutions. Whatever we may say in praise of civilization, a nation 
cannot be Christian that does not have a system of income taxation, 
thereby placing the burdens of taxation, according to their ability to bear 
it, equally upon the poor and the rich; justice, equity, and statemanship 
put it upon the income of the rich man, because the poor man, when the 
nation is in danger, is the foremost man to bear the flag of his country in 
the front of the battle; he not only offers his sacred honor but his life. 
Why, then, should legislation be in favor of the few as against the many? 

The kingdom of God will rectify all the evils that we speak of. But the 
world has not been willing to give it place. Let the genius of the Gospel 
of the Son of God have play in the midst of the nations of the earth, and 
there will be none of these inequalities that we now complain of. Brighter 
times are before us. Utah in passing through what she is now passing 
through will turn her attention to the wealth around her—to the silk in 
the leaves and the honey in the flowers, whose fragrance we breathe; 
to the wealth that we dig out of the soil, to the gold and silver in our 
mountains, to the sugar in our ground, to home industry—and we will 
become à great people; and as we advocate and practice this, we will stand 
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up erect as God has made us, not only independent within ourselves, but 
able to feed the alien that may come to us. They will come, and will 
bring their gold and silver by the millions; and will lay it, too, at the feet 
of the servants of God, asking for wisdom to invest it. Up to date none 
of the institutions of Utah have been pressed to the wall; not a bank, 
not a single Mormon institution of note. Their credit is still maintained, 
and the honor of the Church is the pride of its people. That is something 
for which we ought to feel grateful. 

I feel that I have spoken as long as I should. But my heart is not de- 
pressed. All things do not seem dark tome. Much light is beyond the 
clouds that hover over us to-day; and God will give them not only a silver 
but a golden lining. Abundance will come upon Zion; for He hath 
decreed that He will glorify her and He will make the feet of those who 
bring glad tidings very beautiful upon the mountains. God bless President 
Wilford Woodruff, and speedily take from his heart and mind the load 
resting upon him by reason of the financial distress upon the whole people; 
that he may be freed from these things, permitted through his remaining 
days and by his remaining strength to pour blessings upon the people. 
And may the spirit of the Lord make strong all the quorums of the Church, 
uniting them like a threefold cord that cannot be broken; and in the 
midst of our trials and tribulations let us see to it that we wound not the 
hearts of our friends. Let us do nothing in the hour of distress that will 
alienate our friends from us. And, whatever else we do, Jet us not forget 
the worthy poor in the midst of the people; and if we have no labor for 
them, let us at least divide our crust with them. Let the rich who have 
abundance dispose of their surplus and give liberally to the worthy poor. 
And, above all things, let no thought enter into the heart of any Latter- 
day Saint that we shall ever reach a point when it will be honorable not 
to pay our honest debts, not only to the Gentile, but also to the Jew and 
to the Latter-day Saints. I believe that the Senate will pass the bill that 
the House of Representatives passed, and that, too, promptly. I believe, 
also, that President Cleveland will sign the bill, restoring to the Church 
its property, now so much needed. May God grant that this people may 
continue to advance and prosper until they shall see as they are seen and 
know as they are known. Amen. 


THE IMPENDING WAR IN EUROPE. 


AM interesting article on the next European war appears in Die Gegenwart, 
published in Berlin. The editor claims that the belief that on the battle 
fields of the next war hecatombs of men will be slaughtered, and that, 
therefore, the war will be short, is erroneous. He says that the arguments 
are wrong, that the losses will be comparatively insignificant, and that 
the war will last until one or both of the contending parties are utterly 
exhausted. True, the advance of science in the art of killing men has 
been more rapid during the last quarter of a century than ever before 
‘since the invention of powder; but it would be absurd to believe that 
the number of victims in battle will grow in proportion to the march of 
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science, Every perfection of arms is immediately met by a change of 
tactics, which destroys the effect of the new inventions. Besides, we 
have not only advanced in the art of killing, but also in the art of healing. 
Arms are not the only thing to insure victory. The moral strength of the 
army is all- important. Not the number of men lost affects the army, but 
the way in which it bears its loss. It is to be expected that whole bat- 
talions will be mowed down, and that the troops stationed near them will 
be affected by a panic and fly without waiting to fire a shot, but such 
losses will be local and small in comparison to the number of troops 
employed. 

The war of the near future is undoubtedly a war between France and 
Germany. Other nations will take part in it, but they will be pretty 
evenly balanced, and the result will be as if Germany and France had 
fought alone. The prediction that peace will come after the first few 
battles is founded upon the supposition that these battles will all end 
favorably to one nation. Nothing warrants this supposition. The war 
will begin at once along the whole frontier from Nice to Dunkerque. 
France will have four or five armies, each of which will be as strong as 
her whole available force in 1870. Equal forces will oppose her: the arms 
and appliances, the tactics and preparations are very much the same on 
both sides. In 1870, the loss of an army of 300,000 men crippled France 
seriously. If a like number were taken prisoners to-day, it would still 
leave her 3,000,000 soldiers to continue the struggle. Nor is Germany a 
whit less well prepared. The two powers are possessed of a strength 
which has never been equalled, and it is impossible for them to expend 
this strength in a few days. [t matters little whether Germany or France 
will be the victor in the next war. The result will be the same. All the 
continental powers will ruin each other and sink into a state of stupor 
and weakness similar to that of Spain and the lesser American Republics. 
England, the United States and Australia will become the undisputed 
masters of the world without having fired a single shot, and Montesquieu’s 
prophecy, “ Men-at-arms shall ruin Europe,” will then be fulfilled. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS 


Mrs. Umbach, the wife of a British subject has been stabbed to death in St. Peters- 
burg by a discharged workman, who afterwards attempted to plunder the house. 


An explosion has occurred on the war vessel Venus;at Rio de Janeiro. The comman- 
der, two officers and thirty sailors were killed, while fifty persons were wounded. 


A telegram from Monte Video states that the Brazilian insurgent steamer Jupiter has 
been sunk by the government batteries at Nictheroy. The dispatch adds that the whole 
of the crew perished. 

A dispatch from Natal states that while a wagon, containing fifty coolies, was crossing 
the Elands Valley River, near Leydenburg, the vehicle got upset, and forty of the 
occupants were drowned. 

A shocking case of fratricide is reported from Gresillon, France. For some time past 
quarrels have been frequent between two brothers named Charles and Louis Perier, and 
while the former was out walking with a friend, Louis came behind him and deliberately 
shot him dead. 
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By an explosion which occurred at an iron foundry at Alexandrovosk, Russia, twenty- 
five persons were killed, and ten others severely injured. 

The population of the mountainous districts of the Cadiz provinces in Spain, are in 
such a state of misery that the gendarmes are obliged to defend their own food supplies 
against attack from mobs of starving people. 


The human heart is six inches in length, four inches in diameter, and beats an average 
of 70 times per minute, 4,200 times an hour, 100,800 times per day, and 3,681,720 times 
per year. So, in a life of 80 years, the heart beats 300,000,000 times. 


The Italian Government is reported to be negotiating for the purchase of a million and 
a balf of rifles from the Rifle Factory at Steyer, in Upper Austria. The amount is not 
stated, but it is contemplated to extend the payment over a series of years. 


Herr Krupp of Essen has sent 10,000 marks to the fund for the widows and orphans 
of the victims of the explosion on board the Brandenburg. The German Empress has 
contributed 600 marks, and the total subscriptions now amount to 40,000 marks. 


The Brazilian insurgents have defeated the government troops near Toxima, and nearly 
every man of the President’s force was wounded. The insurgent transport Mercurio has 
been sunk by the government battery at Ponto Madama, several of the crew being killed. 


Madame Patey, an eminent contralto singer, died suddenly at Sheffield, February 28. 
She sang at a farewell concert the previous night, and was worked up to a state of un- 
usual excitement by the enthusiasm of her audience. After responding to repeated 
encores she swooned, and never regained consciousness. 


A sensational trial is proceeding at Syracuse, where several persons are accused of 
having lured a number of children from a local orphanage and murdered them with the 
object of obtaining possession of the money intended for their maintenance in the insti- 
tution. Some of the victims are alleged to have been strangled and others drowned, 
while in a few cases the unfortunate children are stated to have been buried alive. 


The most disastrous storm during the past twenty years is that which raged on Sunday, 
February 11, in the states of New York, Ohio, Michigan, IIlinois, Iowa, Missouri, Texas, 
and, in fact, in all the other central states of the Union. The storm appears to have first 
made its appearance in Iowa on Sunday afternoon, and then to have spread with amazing 
rapidity to every part of the states mentioned. In Oklahoma many have perished in the 
snow storms. 


A fearful crime has taken place at the little village of Rekesely, near Temesvar, Hun- 
gary. Thérdse Kleitsch, an old woman, had long been alleged by the superstitious 
villagers to possess the power of a witch. Misfortunes in the village were attributed to 
her alleged evil influence, and the outbreak of an epidemic among children was declared 
to be her work. A plot was formed in the village, and the unfortunate woman was 
seized, gagged, and after being flogged was crucified. 

A fire occurred at a school in Oscarshamn, Sweden, in which several children perished. 
The staircase was rapidly enveloped in flames and smoke. Great confusion prevailed. 
The lady teacher of the class on the first floor jumped from the window, and in her fall 
sustained injury to her head. The class was a large one, and most of the pupils escaped, 
but after the fire was extinguished eleven charred bodies were found in a position indi- 
cating that the little ones were first suffocated with smoke while attempting to escape 
through the window. Two other children are missing. 


The Johnston line steamer Montmore, arriving at Philadelphia, U. S. A., from London, 
reported having had a terrible passage during which the vessel experienced head gales 
and heavy seas the whole way, and sustained considerable damage. One enormous wave 
broke aboard and demolished fifty feet of the rails and crushed several deck stanchions, 
Another wave washed away the port lifeboat, and the cattle pen fittings amidships were 
smashed into pieces. Everything moveable about decks was washed overboad, and the 
crew had a fearful time of it, the decks being almost constantly flooded with water. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1894. 


JEWISH DISBELIEF IN THE ATONEMENT. 


Tue Jews still look for the coming of their Messiah, the king who shall 
deliver and redeem His people. They failed to recognize His first coming, 
for they had learned to look for Him as coming in power and in might. 
They, therefore, do not believe in Him whom we recognize as our Savior, 
nor in the necessity of the atonement made by Him, but on the contrary 
they believe that God looks with displeasure upon the doctrine of atone- 
ment as explained in the New Testament, holding that within man him- 
self lies the power of recovery from the effect of sin; that is, that by 
obedience to God’s laws he can save himself, regardless of any grace ex- 
tended to him by the vicarious work of any being. They do not believe 
that the death of a savior was necessary to secure forgiveness of sins or 
to bring in the resurrection. The latter, they hold, was in no way depen- 
dent upon the act of any one being in behalf of the many. 

They allude to the passage in Exodus, stating that Moses offered him- 
self as a sacrifice for the sins of the people, if God’s anger could be ap- 
peased in no other way. This offer was rejected, the Lord declaring that 
“whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.” 
Here then, they say, God showed his displeasure with the idea of voluntary 
sacrifice for the sins of others, and “surely that which God refused in the 
case of Moses, He would not have sanctioned and accepted 1500 years 
later.” Judaism does not believe that sin destroys its own power of self- 
recovery, or that after sin had been brought into the world an infinite 
atonement became necessary for our redemption from its results. 

The Christian belief is that no sinful man could by the sacrifice of his 
life atone either for the sin that Adam brought into the world, with its own 
death penalty, or for the personal sins of the people. The sacrifice of a being 
free from sin was necessary to make the atonement valid. This doctrine 
can certainly be inferred from the Old Testament. The Lord demanded 
blood-sacrifices for sin, but the priests who offered them for the people 
were first called upon to do so for their own sins, for the purpose of stand- 
ing clean before the Lord, before they were permitted to offer an atoning 
sacrifice for the people. Moses, though a prophet of God, was not a per- 
fect being, free from sin, but the Son of God must have been such a being, 
whether it be admitted or not that Christ was that Son. Hence the com- 
parison is not analogous. On the other hand Isaiah declares that “He 
was wounded for our transgressions,” while Daniel prophesied that after 
a certain time, “the Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself.” 
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The New Testament, so replete with proofs of the necessity of the atone- 
ment, is not accepted by the Jews as they cling to the Jewish law and 
their uncertain interpretation of the prophets; therefore it cannot be 
used in convincing the Jews that an atonement was necessary. 

But there is another book which not only foretells the coming of the 
Savior, but teaches the necessity of an infinite atonement. It is not 
written by men who might be called interested in the matter, as has been 
said of those who wrote after the coming of the Savior, and a portion of 
whose writings is found in the New Testament. The writers to which we 
refer lived several hundred years before Christ, and their prophecies are 
found in what is known to the world as the Book of Mormon. 

The Jews should be greatly interested in this work and should investi- 
gate it fully. It is a record of some of their own people who, by heeding 
the prophet in whom the Jews now profess belief, Jeremiah, and others 
whose names are not mentioned in the Bible, escaped the sufferings at the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and the subsequent captivity 
in Babylon. These people were led by the Lord unto a fruitful land. 
They were of the seed of Joseph, and in their landing upon the American 
continent 600 years before the coming of the Savior was fulfilled a portion 
of the prophecy and blessing of Jacob upon the head of his son Joseph 
when he said: “Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a 
well; whose branches run over the wall. * The blessings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost 
bounds of the everlasting hills.” 

God had His prophets among this portion of Israel and through them 
revealed in great plainness many of the precious truths which have been 
stricken out of the Bible in the course of its many translations. For that 
reason these prophecies concerning the coming of the Savior are much 
plainer and more easily understood than those of the Bible. These pro- 
phets seem to have had even a clearer view, not only of the Savior’s coming, 
but of the purposes of His advent on earth, than did the prophets of Israel 
who remained in Judea and partook of the alternate sufferings and pros- 
perity of the Jews from that time—the Captivity—until the birth of the 
Savior. 

Lehi the prophet, who was cotemporaneous with Jeremiah, left Jeru- 
salem with his family before the Captivity. His son Jacob while preaching 
read some of the prophecies of Isaiah and explained them unto his people 
who believed as strongly in the ancient prophets as did the Jews, for they 
were themselves of the house of Israel. He foretold the captivity of his 
people who were left on the old continent and that the “Holy One of 
Israel should manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he 
should manifest himself, they should scourge and crucify him.” He 
then foretold that He was to come again but this time in “power and 
great glory, unto the destruction of their enemies.” After having read 
the 50th and 5lst chapters of Isaiah, this prophet explained them and 
among other things used the following language :— 


Yea, I know that ye know, that in the body he shall show himself unto 
those at Jerusalem, from whence we came; for it is expedient that it 
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should be among them; for it behoveth the t Creator that he suffereth 
himself to become subject unto man in the flesh, and die for all men, that 
all men might become subject unto him. For as death hath passed upon 
all men, to fulfill the merciful plan of the great Creator, there must needs 
be a power of resurrection, and the resurrection must needs come unto 
man by reason of the fall; and the fall came by reason of transgression ; 
and because man became fallen, they were cut off from the presence of 
Lord; wherefore it must needs be an infinite atonement; save it should 
be an infinite atonement, this corruption could not put on incorruption. 
Wherefore the first judgment which came upon man, must needs have re- 
mained to an endless duration. And if so, this flesh must have laid down to 
rot and to crumble to its mother earth, to rise no more.—2 Nephi ix: 5—7. 


The Book of Mormon is full of scripture just as plain as the above. It 
is an authentic record of the things which should interest the Jews of all 
people, for it is of them that it speaks, as well as of the Lost Tribes. That 
the Jews will some day recognize their Savior and King and be redeemed 
by Him, may be seen from the following: 

And after they have been scattered, and the Lord God hath scourged 
them by other nations, for the space of many generations, “ until 
they shall be persuaded to believe in Christ the Son of God, and the atone- 
ment, which 1s infinite for all mankind; and when that day shall come, 
that they shall believe in Christ, and worship the Father in his name, with 

ure hearts and clean hands, and look not forward any more for another 

essiah, then, at that time, the Lord will set his hand again the 
second time to restore his people from their lost and fallen state. 
Wherefore, he will proceed to do a marvellous work and a wonder among 
the children of men.—2 Nephi xxv: 16, 17. 

This was spoken by Nephi, another prophet and brother to Jacob, several 
hundred years before the coming of the Savior. As the prophecies of the 
Messiah were fulfilled, so we may firmly believe that this prophecy con- 
cerning the chosen people of God, the children of Israel, will be literally 
fulfilled, and that they will yet recognize the necessity and efficiency of 
the atonement and rejoice in the grace which will sanctify their works and 
open to them, as to all, the glories of eternal life. J. V. B. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


TE London Conference was held at 36 Penton Street, Islington, London, 
Sunday, February 25, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, Presi- 
dent of the European Mission; Hon. F. J. Cannon, of Ogden, Utah; J. J. 
Schaerrer and J. Probst, of the Swiss and German Mission; J. A. Clarke 
on his way to the Turkish Mission; H. W. Lunt, President of the Liverpool 
Conference; C. C. Cressall, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Confer- 
ence; W. W. Pace and W. Call, Traveling Elders in the Norwich Confer- 
ence; George H. Hall, President of, and W. J. Kelly, S. Wayment, S. H. 
Winter, H. C. Overson, H. M. Dinwoodey, G. D. Snell, Jr., 8. N. Cook, W. 
Howick, J. D. Owen, A. E. Jarman, C. W. Wright, J. Stevens, E. Stevens 
and A. P. Kesler, Traveling Elders in, the London Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6 p.m., all of which were 
well attended. A good spirit prevailed, and all present felt that they had 
been blessed with a spiritual feast. 
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The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the President and the Traveling Elders of the London Conference 
were presented and unanimously sustained. The report of statistics and 
labors of the elders for the half year ending February 25, 1894, was read 
as follows: High Priest 1; Seventies 15; Elders 27; Priests 21; Teachers 4; 
Deacons 9; members 444; total officers and members 521. Tracts distrib- 
uted 20,184; hall meetings 156; out-door meetings 23; cottage meetings 
12; gospel conversations 251; books loaned 49; books sold 114; books 
given away 28. Baptized 11; administrations to the sick 59; children 
blessed 5; emigrated 3; excommunicated 1; deaths 2. 

The evening meeting was attended by many strangers, who evinced 
great interest and paid good attention to the clear and distinct explana- 
tion of the principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday, February 26, at which the 
elders reported their labors and received valuable instructions as to the 
best means of prosecuting their labors. WX. G. Bruce, Clerk. 


THE LOST TRIBES. 


THE Deseret News contains the following interesting article on the sub- 
ject of the lost tribes of Israel :— 

Where are the lost tribes of Israel? is a question that has often been 
asked since the attention of Bible readers was called to the promises made 
by the ancient prophets that Israel shall again be gathered and the identity 
of the nation restored. Lately a New York paper commented favorably 
on the theory advocated by Lieutenant Totten, Professor Piazzi Smyth 
and others, that the lost tribes are to be found in the Anglo-Saxon race. 
The paper referred to justly remarks, that it is a subject “replete with 
international interest and should be accorded a dignified discussion and 
candid consideration.” 

History accounts satisfactorily for a large part of the ten tribes, as will 
appear on consideration of the following facts: When Israel formed an 
alliance with Syria againt Judah, King Ahaz applied to the Assyrian 
ruler for assistance. He came and made the whole kingdom of Israel 
tributary and carried away to Media a great number of the two and a half 
tribes, whose inheritances had been given them east of Jordan. Ten years 
later Israel revolted from Assyria, relying upon Egypt for support. This 
brought down upon the kingdom the Assyrian king, Shalmaneser, with a 
large host. Samaria the capital fell. The country was annexed to Assyria. 
The rich and influential families were carried away captives, and Israel 
was no more an independent country. This happened about the year 
720 B. C. 

The country thus almost depopulated was soon settled by immigrants 
from various parts of the Assyrian empire. These intermarried with the 
remaining Israelites and adopted much of their habits and customs, and 
even their religion. This mixed population became known as Samaritans, 
a few of whom still remain as an organized religious body in the Holy 
Land, watching carefully their old traditions and their very ancient ver- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


188 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


sion of the Pentateuch. Here then is some of the blood of Israel to be 
found. 

About the time the kingdom of the ten tribes was threatened with des- 
truction through the policy of apostasy followed by the rulers, many 
devout Israelites fled to Jerusalem and other cities of Judah. They be- 
came citizens of this kingdom and shared its fate. The name of one of 
these, Lehi, a descendant of the tribe of Manasseh, has been preserved in 
the Book of Mormon. Shortly before the great national calamity known 
as the Babylonian captivity occurred, inspired men left Jerusalem. Jere- 
miah, the prophet was one of them; but he was captured and imprisoned, 
accused of treachery to his own people. Lehi also left Jerusalem with 
his family, having received a command to that effect from the Lord. 
After one of the most wonderful journeys on record, Lehi with his 
family reached this continent, where they were blessed by the Almighty, 
and multiplied. Their descendants peopled not only this continent, but 
also some of the islands of the Pacific. In the aborigines of these coun- 
tries, then, we find another part of the ten tribes, chiefly of Ephraim and 
Manasseh. 

The captives were taken to the interior of the Assyrian empire. Hoshea 
the king lived in the capital, Nineveh, and the rest became located mostly 
in Media. That they mixed with the population freely and partly lost 
their identity as a separate people was but a natural consequence of their 
previous neglect of their religion. 

Assyria and Babylonia were but two great divisions of the same empire, 
both struggling for the supremacy. Finally the Babylonians and Medes 
revolted and burned Nineveh and the seat of the vast empire was trans- 
ferred to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest of the Babylonian 
kings, carried a large part of Judah into captivity. Israel and Judah, 
who had separated in their own country, now met as captives in a strange 
land. But the deliverer came in the person of Cyrus, the Persian con- 
queror, who attacked Babylon and ended Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. 

This monarch issued a proclamation addressed to “all the people of 
God” in his dominions, whether of Israel or of Judah, that whosoever 
felt a desire to go to Jerusalem should do so, and those who remained 
should assist those who would go with the necessary means for traveling ex- 
penses and for the building of the temple. As a result of this proclamation 
the chiefs of Judah and Benjamin formed companies to go back to Palestine. 
Among the returning captives were some of the ten tribes, for we read in 
Ezra that among the first company were over six hundred souls who 
claimed to belong to Israel, but as they had lost their genealogical records, 
they were barred from receiving the priesthood, until a prophet should 
arise, who through the aid of the Urim and Thummim should confirm 
their claim to membership among the chosen people. These, and perhaps 
other Israelites, returned with the Jews to Canaan, and their return 
or ce assimilation with their brethren account for another part of the ten 
tri 

After the dispersion of the people by the Romans, some still remained 
in Palestine. They mingled with the Samaritans and others and are cer- 
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tainly still found among the Christianized so-called Arabs, many of whom, 
if features are any indication of origin, have more of the blood of Israel 
than of Ishmael in their veins. 

So far the fate of parts of the lost tribes is discernible on a clear, his- 
torical background. But the most considerable number of those who re- 
mained in the strange country is still not accounted for. Indeed, the 
eastern nations, themselves, are almost lost sight of in history for a long 
period. The country was overrun and conquered by stronger nations. 
The cities were ruined and a whole civilization buried in oblivion. Migra- 
tions took place under these circumstances, especially northward. And 
those families who descended from Israel and took part in the migrations 
scattered the seed of the chosen race abroad. Much of it is found among 
the Anglo-Saxon and the Teutonic nations. This we know by revelation. 
For in these latter days the Lord has been pleased to raise up a Prophet, 
a descendant of Israel, Joseph Smith. He had the Urim and Thummim, 
and through his seer gift this great truth was discovered. But to point 
out the events by which these nations became sprinkled by the blood of 
Israel has not yet been given to any man. Let it, however, be remem- 
bered that history knows the names of several great nations, Goths, 
Vandals, and others, the origin of which remains a mystery. Perhaps in 
the migrations of these the key is to be found to the scattering of Israel 
in the north countries. 

In the second book of Esdras, an apocryphal book of high antiquity, we 
are told that a number of the ten tribes in the captivity resolved to emi- 
grate to an uninhabited place in order to serve the Lord. They crossed 
the Euphrates and journeyed for one year and a half to a region which 
the author calls Arsareth, to dwell there until the latter time. This 
account, apocryphal though it be, is more than probable. But where this 
part of Israel now is, is not known with absolute certainty, except that 
they are in the “north countries.” Doc. and Cov. 133: 26. It has not 
been revealed. Conjectures and hypotheses are numerous, but proofs in 
support of these are wissing. 

However, all Israel shall be gathered. This is the promise of the Lord 
through both ancient and modern prophets. And the work of gathering 
has commenced in the formation, by the command of the Lord, of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The complete restoration 
is thus described in the Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 133: 26-33 :— 

And they who are in the north countries shall come in remembrance 
before the Po and their prophets shall hear His voice and shall no longer 
stay themselves, and they shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down 
at their presence. 

And an highway shall be cast up in the midst of the great deep. 

Their enemies shall become a prey unto them, 

And in the barren deserts there shall come forth ls of living water; 
and the parched ground shall no longer be a thirsty God. 

And they shall bring forth their rich treasures unto the children of 

my servants. 


P 
And the boundaries of the everlasting hills shall tremble at their presence 
And there shall they fall down and be crowned with glory, even in Zion, 


by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim ; 
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And they shall be filled with songs of everlasting joy. 
The time for these glorious events is approaching. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Fillmore, of Commence, which Was 
organized there February 10. 

Mrs. Margaret Wade, wife of Geo. Wade of Fillmore, Millard County, slipped, fell 
and broke her arm February 13. 

The Manufacturers’ Bureau of Salt Lake City has issued a stirring appeal to the 
people of Utah for their support of languishing home industries as the surest way of 
relieving the present financial stringency. 

The commissioners to locate university lands have sold to Edward Hanson, county 
surveyor of Cache County, representing nineteen claimants or settlers, 1,480 acres of land 
in Cache County, the purchase price uf which was $8,959. 

The Deseret Bank directors, Salt Lake City, held a meeting February 6, and received 
the reports, showing the satisfactory condition of the bank. A three per cent. dividend 
for the quarter was declared on the capital stock of half a million. 

William LeGrange, a fifteen-year-old boy, was leading a horse in Ogden, February 5, 
when the animal fell upon him, crushing bim to the earth and inflicting injuries which 
may be serious. He was badly bruised and his left leg was terribly cut and lacerated. 

David C. Dunbar has been appointed clerk of the Third District Court at Salt Lake 
City by Judge Merritt. Thomas Marrioneaux has been appointed court stenographer, 
the old reporter, Frank McGurrin, not being permitted to compete because the Judge 
desired a change. 

Last month Elder Henry T. Burton, bishop of Farmers ward, was kicked by a horse 
and injured below the knee. He did not think the affair serious, but it grew worse, and 
finally resulted in blood-poisoning. Two operations were performed by surgeons. The 
patient may recover. 

A new quorum of elders known as the Twenty-third has been organized in Salt Lake 
City. The Fourth quorum, comprising the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Farmer’s 
Wards, has been divided the new quorum being composed of the elders in the Fourth, 
Fifth and Farmer’s Wards. 

On February 12, Dr. Ormsby of Logan removed a needle from the back of the shoulder 
of an infant daughter of John Bradley of Paradise. How or when it got there is a 
mystery; but as the little one had heen fretful for about two weeks it is supposed the 
needle had been troubling it about that length of time. 


On the evening of February 9, intimate friends of the Patriarch Hyrum Smith met at 
the residence of Sister Elizabeth Davis, in the Sixteenth Ward, Salt Lake City, to com- 
memorate the martyred Patriarch’s birthday. Singing, recitations, music and addresses 
in memory of one who still lives in the hearts of many were enjoyed. 

Aurelius Miner, an attorney who was some years ago debarred on being convicted of 
unlawful cohabitation as then defined by the District Courts, has been re-instated by 
Judge Merritt, who, in doing so, said: ‘‘These things are all past now; everybody has 
been amnestied and everybody is obeying the law. Therefore I shall re-instate him.” 

While a freight train was switching in the Logan yard, February 11, Brakeman H. E. 
Geller of Ogden received a painful injury. He was making a coupling when the pin 
broke, one piece of it striking him on the forehead. He was knocked senseless, but 
fortunately fell outside the track, or he would have been run over. An angular gash, 
four inches in length, was cut in the head. 1 
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On Sunday, February 4, the oldest son of N. J. Christiansen, of Riverton, a boy of 
about fifteen, was sent on an errand by his father. Before he started off his father gave 
him warning not to go too fast with his horse, as the road was not very safe on account of 
snow and ice. The boy forgot the advice and on coming back at a break-neck speed the 
horse struck a glassy place. The consequence was a fall for the horse and a broken leg 
for the boy. 


One of Salt Lake City’s water-mains burst at an early hour on the morning of 
January 13, and a tremendous volume of water was discharged into the street. The 
basement under the Union National Bank and the big cellar adjoining it used for storage 
purposes were completely filled with water. The flood also extended to Hogle Bros’. 
basement. The loss will reach up into the thousands and the persons whose property 
was injured will hold the city responsible. 

Delegate Rawlins of Utah, now in Washington, D. C., has written that there is some 
reluctance among Democratic senators as to admitting Utah into the Union, fearing, in 
view of the late elections, that Utah might possibly send two Republican senators. In view 
of this it has been deemed advisable, in the party councils, that statehood for Utah 
should be delayed until after the expiration of the present Congress, in order that import- 
ant Democratic measures might not be retarded. 

A German employed as engineer at the Sanitarium, Salt Lake City, by name of Leo 
Bannenbelzer, fell down the elevator-shaft of the Knutsford hotel, from one of the upper 
floors, February 13. It appears that he had mistaken the elevator-shaft for the stairway 
and unconsciously stepped into the opening and fell one story. When taken out of the 
shaft he presented a ghastly sight and appeared to be more dead than alive. The bridge 
of his nose was badly broken, his right arm and wrist fractured and severe abrasions 
covered his body; he sustained also internal injuries. 

The problem of settling the Uintah and Uncompahgre Indians of Utah has engaged 
the attention of the committee on Indian affairs of the House of Representatives in 
Washington, D. C., for some time. Delegate Rawlins of Utah has a bill before the com- 
mittee by which the Indians will be given land in severalty, eighty acres for each head of 
family, and forty acres each for the others. He proposes that the remainder of the land 
be thrown open to settlement, the settler to be allowed 160 acres at $1.25. Mineral lands 
and lands containing timber of commercial value will be excluded from the plan and 
governed by existing laws. The Uintahs hold 2,300,000 acres, and the Uncompahgres 
1,700,000, or 2,800 acres for each Indian. 

George K. Reese of Salt Lake City is exhibiting a unique parlor table, the result of his 
own handiwork. The table is made of scraps of wood which fell from pieces used in finish- 
ing the various rooms of the Salt Lake Temple. There are fourteen kinds in all and the 
number of pieces falls less than a score below one thousand. The face of the table is all 
inlaid work and the grain and different colors of the various kinds of wood and the novel 
figures, flowers and designs are very pretty. There is one piece of wood—a very small 
one—in the table that was taken from a twig cut from a tree on the Temple block at 
Independence, Missouri. In the centre of these inlaid designs is a picture of the Salt 
Lake Temple covered by a small and beautiful piece of glass that was once a part of one 
of the magnificent mirrors of that building. 


Arthur Day of Fillmore and his father tracked a mountain lion for about two miles 
up Maple Hollow, when Arthur suddenly came within fifteen steps of the animal lying 
down. He shot it through the heart. It weighed over 160 pounds. A lioness was killed 
by George, John and Henry Wood, who live between College Ward and Wellsville, 
Cache County. They had quite an exciting chase after the animal near the banks of the 
Muddy River. The animal’s tracks had been previously observed, and, armed with rifles 
and accompanied by dogs, the boys concluded to trace it to its lair. After following the 
trail for some time the lioness was driven from a small patch of brush by the dogs, and 
sought safety by running toward another brush. One of the boys ended the animal’s 
career at the first shot. It was found to weigh about 175 pounds. 
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